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Massachusetts, this was the only effort the Army made to "train" this type of
soldier.

One of the more serious disciplinary problems in the Army was the man
who went absent without leave. Between 25 and 50 per cent of the most
frequent AWOL offenders would have been classified as men with disordered
personalities. The War Department was sufficiently concerned to issue a
special pamphlet.13 It included the results of a survey of the types of individuals
who went absent without leave, their adjustment to Army life, their intel-
ligence scores, and the incidence of mental problems among them. Also, helpful
studies were made by several psychiatrists. In a group of 100 men, Davis et alu
found that 50 per cent who went AWOL were "psychopathic personalities'*;
an additional 25 per cent were mentally defective; only 8 per cent were above
average in intelligence. Guttmacher and Stewart15 compared a control group
of trainees with 133 cases of AWOL. They found that about one-third of the
offenders were "psychopathic personalities" and that an additional one-third
had some other type of psychiatric disorder. In both of these investigations, the
individual case histories showed a high incidence of broken homes and fre-
quent truancy in civilian life. Nearly half of them had had civil court records.
Between 80 and 90 per cent expressed dissatisfaction with the Army.

For those whose behavior made them misfits and yet who had not committed
sufficient offenses to be sentenced by general court-martial, the only practical
solution was to discharge them. Each man was first studied in the neuropsy-
chiatric service of a hospital (or outpatient clinic) and then referred back to
his company officers with the findings and a recommendation for an administra-
tive discharge. (Sec. VIII, Army Regulations 615-368.) Their difficulty was
not a medical sickness (it was a social sickness) and for this reason they were
not given a medical discharge. When such persons became involved in offenses
against military law, they were sentenced to the Army correction system by
court-martial. Of 24,327 general prisoners in military correctional institutions
in 1945, 23.3 per cent were classed as "psychopathic personalities."

Probationers and parolees -from state and -federal prisons. Since 1878,
there had been a federal statute which barred any man convicted of a felony
from admission to the services. As a result of the enlightened attitude toward
restored prisoners, this prohibition was amended by congressional legislation

*3 Absence Without Leave, War Department Pamphlet 20-5, 3 March 1944.
14 Davis, D. B.; Wolman, H. M.; Berman, R. E.; and Wright, J. E., "Absence Without Leave.
Psychiatric Study of 100 A.W.O.L. Prisoners," Wat Med.t 7:147-151, Mar., 1945. Eighty-
three per cent of the group had been AWOL more than once; the average attendance at sick
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